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, By Lawrenge Meyer
Washington Post Staf Writer
For several months now,
the Scnate Watergate com-
Jnittee’s ranking Republican,
Howard I. Baker Jr. of Ten-
nessec, has been directing a

-¢losed-door ,  investigation
into possible ties between
the Central Intelligence -

Agency and the Watergate
affair.

Cline most recent witness
known to have testified be-
fore Baker was former CIA
director Richard M. Helms,
whom Baker had brought
back from Tehran, vwhere
Ielms is U.S. ambassador, to
answer quceations earlier this
month, When he emerged
from the closed session after
thrce hours of taking testi-
mony, Baker said only that
Helms had Dbeen “forth-
coming” as a witness,

" Baker, {he Scnate select
committec’s vice chairman,

.has at turns been cuy and
. reserved in

discussing his
investigation suggesting on
the one hand in vague pub-

“lic statements that informa-

- tion yet to be revealed may

cdwarf what is already
“known about the Watergate
affair but then refusing to
those state-
‘ments. . )
“I'm just trying to get all
“the facts I can,” Baker said
recently. “I can’t make any-
bady believe that, but it's
Baker said he is tying
up “loose ends” and that he
any theory”
concerning the CIA.
(Appearing on the CBS
program Face the Nation
has
submitted an extensive re-
port on the question of pos-
sible CIA  involvement in

the Watergate coverup to-

the Watergate committee.
(Ife refused to reveal
what he had found, but
added that “it is not a one-
line veport saying we found
mo involvement by the CIfA
. I know imore than I'm
at liberty to disclose at this
moment.” He said he has re-
commended L0 Scnate
Watergate Committee chair-
man Sam Ervin that the ma-
terial he turned over {o the
Senate Armed Scrvi
Appmp] iations Committices.) .

“QOne apparent
sure, first made on CBS
“News, that the CIA had de-
stroved a number of tape
- recordings  at  about the
'same time that it received a
request in  January, 1973,
Trom Scnate Majority
Leader Mike Mansfield (D-
Afont)) to retain all records
‘that might Dbe related to

“Watergate. Baker had been .

Jouking into the tape de-

=truction, hut he denied that ~

"he was the source of this

., ‘story.

- "As a vesult of the report,
‘Rep. Lucien Nedzi (D-Aich.)
‘chairman of the House
“Armed Service Intelligence
“gubcommittee, requested an
explanation from the CIA
‘and said he concluded that
LIA had not destroyed any
Matergate-related or presi-
dential tape recordings dur-
ing its January, 1973, house-
cleaning.
*In addition to bringing
Nedzi 1o the defense of the
€1, DBaker’s probe has
. clearly annoyed other senior
Dcmomats in Congress.
Sy Stuart  Symington,
ram\mrf Democerat on the
Senate Armed Services com-
mittee, attended the closed
. session questioning of
Telms along with Sen. Sam
(. Yrvin Jr, (D-N.C), chair-
man of the Watergate com-
mittce.
T~ Although Symington said
little to reporters alter the
sossion, others present said
lic was clearly annoyed at

the lmo of guestioning that :

reportedly . ceniered  on
whether the CIA was in-
volved in the Watergate
break-in.and whether llelms
had any advance knowledge
of it. .
"= Ervin declined ‘afterward
‘{0 say anything "about the
substance of thie quesiion-
ing, but he leit the inter-
view with a ringing enrlorse-
“ment of ITelms. T think Mr.
Jelms is above reprouch in
any respecet for the years he
was with the CIA and since
he has been ambassador,”
Lrvin  told  reporters. I
don't think M. Helms has
cver done anything wrong
in cmmccllon with  the
whole affair.
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“ Baker’s work was the disclo- -

~on ABCTIV’g

pression that he is on the
veyge of discovering or re-
vealing something spectacu-
lar, Baker told the Associ-
ated Press Managing Edi-
tors conveation in Orlando,
Fla. last Nov. 19 that the
American people may have
~seen only the tip of the ice-
berg” concerning the Water-
cale aflair. Invited by a re-
Forter {0 explain  scveral
‘days later what he had
meant, . Baker
clined and walked away.

A month later, Baker said.
“Issues and
~ Answers” that if the White

House would release infor-
mation concerning a
“matter of grave national
importance,” then “some of
the conduct that appears
otherwise
could be explained.

When asked during the
program if he knew of any
more Watergate “bomb-
shells” ‘still unknow nto the
publie, Baker respoirded om-
inously, “There are animals
crashing around in the for-
est. I can hear them, but I
can’t sec them,”

Last Jan. 23, when the
Watergate committee still
was planning to hold more
public hearings, Baker told
his fcllow commitiee mem-

“ bers that might call more
than a dozen witnesses to
_testify in closcd session, in-
cluding Secrctary of State
Henry Kissinger, Joint

Chiefs of Staffs chairman’

Adm. Thomas 1. Aloorer,
former CIA divector Helms
and Washington Post re-
porter Bob Woodward.
Kissinger and  Moorer
were among government of-
{icials that Baker wanted to
question coneerning alleged
spying by the PYentagon on
the National Security Coun-
ceill Helms and. Woodward
were among olther witnesses
whom Baker wanted to
question concerning the CIA
and its possible involvement
in the Watergate affair.
Despite Daker's  reluc-
tance to discuss details or
the direction of his investi-
gation, a memo from the
committee’s minority coun-
viael, Ired  Thompson, to
Balker gives some indication
of what Daker is pursuing.

Feh. 20, lists 16 ilems or

smiled, de- .

uncxplainable”
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robes Possibie

arcas whete the commitice
staff “has made and which
you have made personally
(vequests to the ClA) which

. have noti been complied

©with.”
Among  the requcsteq
items are: .

A “Watergate file,” pre-

- pared by the CIA. Contact
reports from CIA case offi-

cers who worked with con-
vicled Watergate conspira-
tor Eugino DMartinez, who
was also a CIA operative
at the time of the Watergate
hreak-in.

Logs or notebooks of thh-
nicians or others “indicating
the Jan. 21, 1972 order to de-
stroy tapcq Any ‘other logs,
notebooks or notations indi-
cating any other destruction
or orders to destroy tapes
from 1963 to date, including
the Jan. 24, 1973 destruction
order.”

A “Mr. Edward” file the
CIA kept on Watergate con-
spirator E. Howard Hunt Jr.,

another former CIA em-
rloye, who used “Edward”.

as a pseudonym. And “the
extent of CIA activities in
Mexico in calendar year
1972.7

Thompson’s memo goes on

t=1
io point out that CIA activi-
ties in Mexico were “the ba- ,
sis of the laldeman-Ehrlich-

man- Helms Wallers contro-
versy.”

The issue hetween {ormcx
White House chicl of staff
H. R. (Bob) Haldeman and
former Presidentiaol domes-
tic adviser John D. Elich-
man on the one hand and
Telms and deputy CIA di-
rector Lt. Gen. Vernon Wal-
ters on the other concerns
whether the White Iouse
tried 1o use the ClA to im-
pede the FBU's Watergate in-
vestimation or whether the
White House ~was
mately concerncd that the
FBI would expose CIA oper-
alions in Mexico, :

Thompson’s memo also re-
fers to a request to the CIA
concerning  “any  previous
retationship, contact, or ref-
erence in {iles to Bob Wood-
ward.  Woodward,
with  Carl Rernstein, has
done a major portion of The
Washington Post's investiga-
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